Original Article

Journal of
Drought and Climate Change Research ‘_:ﬁ) %

(JDCR)

Winter 2025, Vol. 3, Spatial Issue, pp 119-136 —

@ 10.22077/jdcr.2024.8306.1080

Examining Specific Social and Spiritual Factors of Drought in Light of the
Quran and Narrations

Mohammad Akbari®"

1. Assistant, University of Qur’anic Sciences and Education, Qom, Iran.

*Corresponding Author: akbari@quran.ac.ir

Keywords: o Introduction
Drought, =~ Spiritual i 00 the beginning of creation, God Almighty has established a relationship between
factors, Enjoining good . . . . .
and forbidding wrong, blessings gnd calarpltles with the actions of servants, basgd on God's wise law. One of these
Unjust judgment, natural disasters is the .phenomenon of drought, wh%ch,. gccordmg to the Imams of
Indifference  to  the Immaculate Imams (AS), is related to the performance of individuals, people, and rulers. The
leadership. most important drought mentioned in verses and traditions before Islam is the drought in
Egypt, which was managed by Prophet Yusuf (pbuh). The Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Imams (AS) are the best sources for introducing these laws and the connection between
Received: actions and rain, and preventing drought. By reflecting on its factors in the Holy Quran and
19 October 2024 traditions, it can be said that the factors of drought are not limited to natural factors, but from
the perspective of the Holy Quran and traditions, they are spiritual factors that can be divided
into two categories, individual and social, which can be seen and measured. Natural and
Material factors are not considered. Dealing with this issue (spiritual and social factors of
drought) and making people aware of this issue can partially prevent the occurrence of
drought. Therefore, considering the importance of this matter to the author in the present
research, an investigation was conducted on the specific socio-spiritual factors of drought
from the perspective of the Quran and Hadiths. According to the research done by the author,
no independent research has been conducted on the topic of the current research. Some
authors have partially mentioned the effect of spiritual factors on drought in their works. For
example.
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1- Khajepour, Mohammad (2014), an article entitled “Alam al-Shab and how it is influenced in the Quran”.

2- Tarkhan, Qasim (2020), an article entitled “The role and effect of supernatural causes and factors in natural
disasters”.

3- Naderi, Mahmoud (2003): a book entitled “Philosophy of Natural Disasters and Sufferings and Ways of
Prevention from the Perspective of Verses and Traditions”.

4- Mirsemiei, Seyed Mohammad (2015): A book entitled “Events and Disasters in the Qur'an and Hadiths”.
Examining the results of each of the mentioned research studies indicates that their authors have partially
addressed the individual spiritual factors of drought. However, in the upcoming article, the author has focused
on specific social and spiritual factors of drought, which include enjoining good and forbidding evil, unjust
judgments, and neglecting the community

Materials and Methods

In this article, the methodology is descriptive-analytical alongside a library approach. First, extracting the
verses and traditions related to the subject, then using interpretations and other relevant sources, to explore the
implications of those verses and traditions on the socio-spiritual factors of the discussed drought will be
reviewed. The statistical population of the current research includes all the verses of the Holy Quran (6236
verses) and 121601 narrations from the hadith books (Kanz al-Amal, Ayun al-Akhbar, Al-Amali, Bihar al-
Anwar, Man Lay Hazra al-Faqih, Al-Kafi, and Maani al-Akhbar). The author has extracted verses related to
the subject from among 6236 verses. Subsequently, based on these verses, relevant narrations have been
selected from the pool of 121601 narrations to address the social and spiritual factors of drought.

Result and Discussion

The specific social factors of drought from the perspective of the Holy Quran and Hadiths are the factors that
people neglect and disregard (enjoining good, forbidding evil, and neglecting the community) and the
wrongful behavior of certain officials (unjust judgments by judges) serves as the grounds for divine
punishment (drought) in society. The factors mentioned in the Holy Quran and Hadiths indicate that drought
is essentially a form of worldly social affliction brought about by human actions. The most significant
outcome of this research is that the cause of the drought phenomenon is not solely natural factors; the
influence of spiritual factors is no less significant than natural and material factors. Given that some
individuals attribute, drought solely to natural causes, viewing it as an event disconnected from human
behavior and others, due to incomplete understanding of verses and traditions, apply it to the conduct of
specific groups, leading to suspicion and discord among different segments of society, it is recommended that
experts thoroughly analyze the potential ramifications of this phenomenon, devise management strategies and
seek solutions to mitigate its impact. They should draw relevant information from reputable texts,
publications, and theses that have addressed the issue of drought comprehensively and impartially, devoid of
any particular political agenda. Through meticulous planning and execution, this phenomenon can be
addressed to the best of human ability.

Conclusion

The findings of this study affirm that drought transcends mere natural phenomena, encompassing profound
socio-spiritual dimensions as elucidated in the Quran and Hadiths. Key factors such as neglecting enjoining
good and forbidding evil, unjust judgments by authorities, and societal indifference to communal
responsibilities precipitate divine retribution in the form of drought. This underscores the imperative for
collective moral reform to avert such calamities. Policymakers and religious scholars should integrate these
Quranic and narrational insights into drought management strategies, fostering awareness and ethical
governance to harmonize human actions with divine laws, thereby mitigating spiritual causes alongside
material interventions. Future research may explore practical implementations of these principles in
contemporary drought-prone regions.
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Fig 1. Chart of the correspondence of drought types with the extracted Qur’anic verses and narrations on
the topic.
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