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Introduction

Environmental issues in the country, stemming from a combination of natural factors, climate change, and human
activities, are on the rise and have become one of the nation's most pressing challenges. These problems are
particularly pronounced in border regions, where the local economy largely depends on agriculture and livestock.
Decreased rainfall, water shortages, soil erosion, and environmental degradation are among the key factors reducing
agricultural and livestock productivity in these areas. The direct result of these conditions is a decline in agricultural
and livestock production, leading to the migration of border residents to central regions of the country. This migration
is not solely due to the depletion of natural resources; harsh economic conditions, water and land shortages for
agriculture and livestock, and inadequate access to sufficient food are also significant factors driving the migration.
These displacements can have considerable social and economic consequences for the country. Such consequences
include social tensions in the destination areas, increased pressure on urban infrastructure, and depopulation of border
areas, which are typically of strategic importance to national security. Moreover, as water resources diminish and
fertile lands become scarce, conflicts between regions and local populations are expected to rise, potentially leading
to internal strife. In such circumstances, national security is jeopardized, as border areas become more vulnerable due
to depopulation and social and economic instability. This paper examines the relationship between environmental
issues, migration, and national security in both Iran and the world. After providing precise definitions of concepts
such as environmental issues, migration drivers, and national security, the analysis focuses on the consequences of
environmental problems on the migration of border residents and its impact on national security. The paper is regarded
as a valuable study in terms of both its topic and content, as it not only explores how environmental problems influence
migration and national security but also offers strategic measures for policymakers to address these challenges.
Therefore, the present study stands out as a novel contribution in the field of environmental issues and migration,
capturing the attention of policygwakers and decision-makers.

Material and Methods

This study employed a library-based research method, using note-taking to gather relevant information. The research
aimed to investigate the impact of environmental issues on border residents' migration and national security. The main
variables identified were environmental problems, border residents' migration, and national security. Data were
collected from sources such as Google Scholar, the Islamic World Science Citation Center, Magiran, the National
Library of Iran, and Civilica. The most relevant and up-to-date resources, including books and articles, were reviewed.
For each source, details such as the author, publication year, content, and key findings were recorded. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, the data were analyzed to examine the patterns and relationships between
environmental issues, migration, and national security. The VOSviewer software was used to visualize and graphically
represent data extracted from databases like Web of Science, Science Direct, and Google Scholar.

Results and discussion

Environmental problems such as water scarcity and drought can make life in rural areas challenging, reducing
available economic and agricultural opportunities. Climate change exacerbates these issues, with more severe droughts
affecting crops and agricultural productivity. Inefficient resource management and neglect of environmental
conservation can further worsen environmental problems and encourage migration. Migration is typically driven by a



combination of factors, and environmental issues are just one dimension of this phenomenon. A visual network of
keywords, generated using VOSviewer software, demonstrates the relationships between concepts like water scarcity,
climate change, migration, and border populations. In this network, climate change is central, indicating its pivotal
role in creating and intensifying other issues. Border insecurity can deeply affect migration patterns, as individuals
may feel compelled to leave due to economic decline, reduced educational and healthcare services, and general
instability. Specific environmental issues like water scarcity, soil degradation, and global warming (climate change)
significantly threaten border regions and contribute to migration. For instance, water scarcity, exacerbated by climate
change, can lead to droughts that make agriculture unsustainable in many areas, driving people to seek better
livelihoods elsewhere. In Iran, as in other countries, water resources are limited, and persistent droughts are creating
severe water shortages for agriculture, industry, and domestic use. Water scarcity also affects food security, as
diminishing fertile land leads to lower agricultural yields, resulting in hunger and poverty, further driving migration.
The impact of soil degradation is similarly significant. The loss of fertile soil, necessary for agriculture, can lead to
widespread economic decline in rural communities, pushing people toward urban areas where opportunities are
perceived to be greater. For instance, over-exploitation of natural resources, such as forests for timber, can accelerate
soil erosion, leaving lands unproductive. Moreover, global warming is expected to exacerbate these issues further, as
higher temperatures and increased greenhouse gas emissions lead to more severe droughts, desertification, and water
shortages. These environmental changes directly impact human settlements, particularly in vulnerable border areas
where economic and social infrastructures are already fragile. In addition to environmental causes, migration is heavily
influenced by political and economic factors. Border areas, often economically marginalized, suffer from
underdevelopment and poverty, making them vulnerable to external influences such as drug trafficking, terrorism, and
sectarian violence. In some regions near Iran’s borders, for instance, the threat of terrorism and organized crime creates
insecurity, which further motivates migration as individuals seek safety in more stable regions.

Conclusion

Migration is driven by a combination of environmental, economic, social, and political factors. Environmental
challenges such as water scarcity and climate change are increasingly contributing to migration, particularly in rural
and border areas. These factors, along with economic underdevelopment, political instability, and social tensions,
create a complex web of causes that compel people to move. Addressing these challenges will require coordinated
efforts to ensure sustainable development, environmental conservation, and economic growth, especially in vulnerable
border regions. Effective management of natural resources, along with investments in infrastructure and social
services, can help mitigate the root causes of migration and promote stability.
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